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We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass) 
Saturday —5:00PM 

     

Sunday  
8:30AM, 10:30AM  

and 6:00PM 
 

Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

Weekday Mass Schedule  
 

 
8:30AM  Monday-Saturday  

 

 

“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 

file://svdpparish/parish/abonacci/My Pictures/st john bosco.htm
tel:908-295-8104
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT 

The weekend of December 3rd and 4th 

Total amount in envelopes:     $8,158 

Loose:                                          $1,840 

Online Parish Pay:                      $2,830 

Total Offered:                          $12,828 

 

Retirement Fund for Religious: $3,683 

 

“It's not how much we give but how much love 
we put into giving.”  St. Teresa of Calcutta 

MONDAY            December 12 
  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
8:30AM          Holy Souls in Purgatory 
           Gail Bird 
                                  Marjorie McTernan 
 
TUESDAY          December 13th 
  Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

8:30 AM               Lillian Gale 
                                 Alfonse LaRezza 
          Richard E. McCormick 
 
WEDNESDAY    December 14 

         Saint John of the Cross,  
    Priest and Doctor of the Church 

8:30 AM    Protection of Babies in the Womb 
               Stephen Dragon 

                                   Felix Auer 
 
 

THURSDAY        December 15th 
8:30 AM          Bruce Cargill                                 
           Deacon Bill Wagner 
           Elizabeth Auer 

 

FRIDAY           December 16th 
8:30 AM           Jack Lalli 
                                  Patricia Buziak 
           Jack Schlegel 
 
SATURDAY         December 17th 
8:30 AM                Natalie Delia (Living) 
            Joseph Tremarco 
            Donald Knowles 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

5:00 PM             Reggie Pigna 
(Vigil)                        Frances Brooks 
                                   Edward and Anne King 
   

SUNDAY           December 18th 
8:30 AM                Thomas Chesney 
            Robert Heim 
       Deceased members of the Andrews Family 

 
10:30 AM              Christopher Giraldo 

          John Ramella 
                                  Silva and Orlando Families 
 
6:00 PM                People of the Parish 
                                   Richard P. O’Connell 
           Deceased members of the Meade Family 

MASS INTENTIONS 

WITH SINCERE THANKS 

Thank you, my brothers and sisters, who have 
sent notes of consolation, arranged for Masses to 
be offered, and who made donations in memory of 
my father, Dominic, who passed from this world 
on November 20th after a brief illness at the age 
of 71. Your kindness is a concrete expression of 
the way in which God strengthens us on the 
journey of faith.                      Peace,  Fr. Richard  

Daily Mass Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; 

Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
 

Tuesday 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32 

 
Wednesday 

Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Lk 7:18b-23 
 

Thursday 
Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24-30 

 
Friday 

Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Jn 5:33-36 
 

Saturday 
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/838305.Mother_Teresa


HOPE IN JESUS…..  BECOME ADDICTED TO HIS LOVE . 
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 Eric Metaxas of the Chuck Colson Center for Christian Worldview in a column recently 
wrote about an addiction which is at epidemic levels in our nation. It is reproduced here for you so 
that you may be reminded that addictions in various forms ruin lives. Mataxas wrote about 
Elizabeth Blunt, a talented musician and athlete, who attended a Christian high school and college. 
Gifted in foreign languages, Beth was preparing to work in international relations, perhaps in 
China. But she never made it. Beth died in May of an overdose of heroin laced with fentanyl—a 
cheap, synthetic opiate. She was not quite 23. “She never came home drunk, didn’t show signs of 
drug abuse,” Beth’s mother, Lisa, said. “She used to be the sweetest girl. I don’t know what 
happened.” 

 The statistics are frightening. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
every day in the United States an average of 78 people like Beth die of an opiate overdose, 
including 29 from heroin. Every year, the CDC reports, opiate overdoses kill more than 28,000 
people, and heroin kills more than 10,500. That’s more than all those killed on U.S. highways. And 
the problem is escalating. About 435,000 Americans in 2014 used heroin, according to the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration. That’s nearly three times the number just in 2007. 

 U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy says drug and alcohol addiction is “a moral test for 
America,” with more than 20 million people embroiled in substance abuse problems. Only 10 
percent of them are receiving treatment. “We can never forget that the faces of substance use 
disorders are real people,” Murthy said while releasing a report on the problem. “Are we able to 
live up to that most fundamental obligation we have as human beings: to care for one another?” 

 What’s behind this hellish epidemic? One factor—heroin is a very affordable high. “Heroin 
is … cheap and available just about everywhere,” reporter Dan Ponce of WGN-TV in Chicago says. 
“A $10 bag can keep someone high for a day or two. …. Drug dealers will deliver heroin right to 
your front door.” Another is the neurological effect such drugs have on the brain. The surgeon 
general’s report notes that repeated use changes the brain, so that it demands more to function. 
It’s a vicious cycle that can trap our children in addiction. And it comes straight from hell. As 
Screwtape said to his junior-devil colleague, Wormwood, “An ever-increasing craving for an ever 
diminishing pleasure is the formula.” That describes drug abuse to a T. 

 So now that we’re properly scared, what can we do to protect our kids from the hellish world 
of illegal drugs? First, pray for and with them. Second, talk with them—frankly—not only about 
the risks of substances like heroin, but about the joy and purpose available in Christ, which no 
drug can ever match. Third, really listen to them. And fourth, if necessary, get them into treatment. 
Come to our website for some great resources and encouragement in the fight against this scourge. 

 Please know that there is hope for those who have become snared by drugs. Even in 
addiction, where sin increases, grace can abound even more. Help is available for those who 
choose it. For example, the Indiana Dream Center provides recovering addicts with effective, God-
centered treatment. Its facility for women, Marilyn’s House, helps residents gain life and job skills, 
spiritual development, and mentoring. “To be held accountable, they don’t go anywhere alone,” 
says Jessica Brooks, a former heroin addict who now directs the ministry. “We’re pretty radical. 
We really live how the Bible says. Jesus sent them out in twos, so we go out in twos.” Heroin may 
be a taste of hell, but as this ministry and others show, there is hope—real hope—in Jesus Christ.” 

Please visit our website for a list of resources provided by the Colson Center.  

http://colsoncenter.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=990ccec18ea2e3c8788c3b5f6&id=c256ac35ee&e=cc9ab22b49
http://colsoncenter.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=990ccec18ea2e3c8788c3b5f6&id=c256ac35ee&e=cc9ab22b49
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Those who serve in the military: 

Nick Ragazzo, Stephen J. Campbell, Sean Milde, 
Frank Fasano, Marcia Fernandes, Richard Lister, 
Eric Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, Eileen 
Murphy, Peter Giovanni,  John E. Siedler IV, and 
Alex Slevens. 

Those who are ill:   

Linda Russell, Beatrice Patti, Aileen Oster, Nanci 
Gamba, Elizabeth Early, Serenity Rose Apuzzo, 
George Thoms, Richard Sherer, Maple Young, 
Kevin Shea, Helen Munro, Larry Hebert, Larry 
Oster, Lou Aroneo, Msgr. Patrick Brown, Jack and 
Maria Bickel, Mary Keller, Dorothy Paul, Ruth 
Ann Rahe, George Armenti III, MaryAnn Paster, 
Anne Galdieri, Terry McCloskey, Patricia Caruso-
Minicozzi, Susan Holmes, Pat Moran and Eric 
Binner.  

 
 
 

Those who have died to this world 
Mark Ingerto, Linda Finnegan,  
Suzanne Mota and Carol Sedita 

Requiescat in Pace 
 

May all the faithful who have departed this world 
rest in your eternal peace.  Amen 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

St. Vincent de Paul Parish will have a 
bus going to Washington DC again for 
the March For Life on Friday, 
January 27. Please mark your 

calendar and pick up a flyer in the narthex or at 
the Parish House. The cost is $20 for teens and 
seniors and $25 for adults. Please contact Danielle 
Dill for more information 908-578-2712 

         GETTING READY FOR SUNDAYEADY 

Join Fr. Richard for a deeper insight into the 
Scriptures for Sunday Mass. Let the texts come alive 
for you by gaining an understanding of their context 
and the culture within which they were written. 
Discussions are on-going  every Thursday at 2pm to 
3:30 pm and repeated from 7:30pm to 9pm in the 
Pastoral Center Library.  We will not meet Thursday, 
December 22nd 0r 29th.  

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14 Ahaz 
receives from Isaiah a prophecy that he will 
be successful in war and is urged to ask for a 
sign that the prophecy is true. The sign is 
“The virgin shall be with child and bear a 
son, and shall name him Emmanuel.”  
 

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7  Paul greets the 
Romans by pointing out that Jesus is the Christ who was 
promised to them in Scripture. He, Paul, is the apostle 
favored with the task of spreading the name of Christ to 
all.   
 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 In a brief, straightforward, 
simple narrative, Matthew recounts the events leading to 
Jesus’ birth. He details the appearance of the angel in a 
dream to Joseph and stresses that “All this happened to 
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophets.”   

BOOK CLUB SERIES WITH SR. ELSA 

Mondays from 9:15am to 
10:45am join Sr. Elsa’s Book Club 
series in the Pastoral Center Library. 
Come and participate with Sr. Elsa as 
she leads the discussion from 
Praying with Women of the 
Bible featuring women from the Old 

and New Testament. Every Monday a different woman 
from the Bible will be discussed utilizing scripture, 
prayer and raising questions from our own lives. For 
more information feel free to call or email Sr. Elsa at 
908-295-4944 or srelsa@stvdp.org. 

The Liturgy of Advent...helps us to understand fully 
the value and meaning of Christmas. 

St. John Paul II 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2017 

     St. Nicholas was a 4th century saint and Greek 
Bishop in Asia Minor. The only son of wealthy Greek 
parents, he was born in Patara in what is now present-
day Turkey during the third century. Due to the early 
deaths of his parents, Nicholas was raised by his uncle, 
also named Nicholas, who was the bishop of Patara. In 
the years 312-315, Nicholas lived in the Holy Land in a 
small monastery near Bethlehem where he visited the 
Holy Sepulcher, Golgotha, and many other sacred 
sites. In 317, he returned to Asia Minor and was soon 
thereafter consecrated bishop in Myra. 
     Nicholas is known for secret gift-giving. In a famous 
story, he aided a poor man who had three daughters 
without dowries who, if remained unmarried, would 
have to become prostitutes. Hearing of the girls' plight, 
Nicholas decided to help them, but being too modest to 
help the family in public, he went to the house under 
the cover of night and threw three purses filled with 
gold coins through the window into the house. 
     St. Nicholas had a reputation for putting coins in the 
shoes of those who left them out for him, a practice 
still celebrated in the Netherlands on his feast day, 
December 6, the day on which he died in the year 343. 
Nicholas thus became the model for “Santa Claus”, 
whose modern name comes from the Dutch 
“Sinterklaas”, derived from "Saint Nikolaos". The 
Santa Claus customs today started from miracles 
associated with Saint Nicholas.  

SAINT NICHOLAS OF MYRA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greeks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Myra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia_Minor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_the_3rd_century
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Sepulchre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dowry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prostitutes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Money_purse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Nicholas_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Claus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinterklaas
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      Schedule of Mass for the Christmas Season 
Saturday, December 24th—Christmas Eve: 4PM and 6PM 

Sunday, December 25th—Midnight*, 8:30AM and 10:30AM  (no 6PM) 
* preceded by lessons and carols at 11:30PM  

 
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

Saturday, December 31st—5PM 
Sunday, January 1st—8:30AM (no music), 10:30AM and 6PM  

 
Confessions  

Saturday, December 17th from 4—4:45PM 
Tuesday, December 20th from 7-9PM  

or at other times by appointment 

If you would like to participate in our Christmas Flower offering, please use the envelope that was provided 
in your monthly packet or use the form below and return to the parish office. If you have any questions 

please contact Vera at the Parish House 908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.  
Offerings are due no later than December 16  

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— -
In Memory of:_________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Gifted by: :_____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________ 

 
Amount:__________________ 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 
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In order that they be distributed for 
Christmas all gifts from the Advent 
Giving Tree must be returned to the 
vestibule of the church by Monday of 
this week (December 12th). 
 
Please attach the Angel securely to 
the unwrapped gift. There is a box 
available to collect gift cards and certificates.  
 
The gifts collected from the tree will be distributed to 
Catholic Charities, Paterson, St. Agnes Church, 
Paterson, St. Mary Church, Plainfield, Family Promise, 
Morristown and Bridges Outreach.  

Thank you for your generosity to those in need. 

“Advent is not about a sentimental waiting for the Baby 
Jesus. Advent is a time to focus our expectations and 
anticipation on “the adult Christ, the Cosmic Christ,” 
who challenges us to empty ourselves, to lose ourselves, 
to surrender.”                                            Fr. Richard Rohr 

MEALS FOR MOMS 

Are you expecting a baby or know someone who 
is? Meals For Moms wants to show our support 
by providing meals to the family. Email Danielle 
Grieco at dgrieco7@verizon.net for more 
information. 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES FOR  
THE HOMEBOUND 

We are happy to continue with what has 
been a parish tradition for almost 20 
years, our Christmas Cookie Project to 
benefit the homebound in our parish. 
Bakers are needed to drop off their 
cookies to the church narthex on Monday, 
December 12. All types of homemade 
cookies are appreciated. Please contact Ellie Alber at 
908-204-8988/elliealber@gmail.com or Ann Ryan at 
908-580-9740/alr222@me.com if you can contribute. 
Thank you for furthering the mission of St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish. 

ADVENT GIVING TREE 

PIES FOR CHRISTMAS SALE 

The Knights of Columbus are 
hosting a pie sale for Christmas. 
Choose from a large selection of 
fresh baked 10 inch pies and sticky 
buns. Pre-paid orders only will 
be accepted through Sunday, 

December 18 and pick up will be on Friday, 
December 23. See bulletin insert to select your 
favorites! 

MOMS GROUP 

Our monthly meeting will be Tuesday, December 
13th at 7:30pm in the church meeting room. 
Please join us for a presentation by image 
consultant Janet Cargill who will speak about 
loving ourselves as daughters of God, no matter 
what shape or size.  

NEW ADOPTION LAW 
December 31 is the last chance for women who 
gave their children up for adoption to be made 
aware of the change in the adoption law of New 
Jersey. They can receive more information by 
calling 866-649-8726 ext. 582. 

ADULT CHOIR NEEDS YOU! 

Help our Music Ministry grow! 
Right now is the best time to join the 
choir for a long or short term 
commitment. We are looking for 
singers and musicians to fill 
our ranks for Advent and 
Christmas. Come join in the 

holiday spirit and sing some of your favorite Christmas 
and Advent songs with the choir! It is a wonderful way 
to give of your time and talent to God’s people.  
Please contact Elena asap for more details  
at 907-953-0128 or elenatbird@gmail.com. 


