
The Roman Catholic Parish of  
  St. Vincent de Paul 
  250 Bebout Avenue  

Stirling, New Jersey  07980 
Phone: (908) 647-0118    Fax: (908) 647-5992 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office—908-647-0118 
In an emergency call  

973-222-0720  
 

Parish website:  
stvincentschurch.org 

Parish email:  
parish@stvdp.org 

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. A. Richard Carton, Pastor 
frrichardcarton@stvdp.org 
 

Elena Bird Zolnick Director of 
Sacred Music  907-953-0128  
elenatbird@gmail.com 
Vincent G. Clarke, Organist 
908-647-4926 
 

Sr. Krystyna Dziadkowiec 
Pastoral Associate 
srkrystyna@stvdp.org 
 

Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB. 
Director of Social Outreach 
srelsa@stvdp.org 
 

Deirdre Nemeth 
Director of Religious Formation 
908-647-0421 dnemeth@stvdp.org 
 

Amilee Beer 
Youth/Confirmation Coordinator 
908-295-8104 
stvincent@boldym.com 
 

Peter O’Neill, Deacon 
908-647-7258 pjoneill@att.net 
 

Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti 
Timothy Wallisch 
 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
 
Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
 

Maria DeLuca  
Religious Formation Secretary 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
Technology and Communications 
 

Mary Woods  
Parish Finance Coordinator 

We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

 
Sunday Mass Schedule  

 
(Vigil Mass) 

Saturday —5:00PM 
     

Sunday  
8:30AM, 10:30AM  

and 6:00PM 
 

Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

 
Weekday Mass Schedule  

 

 
8:30AM  Monday-Saturday  

 

 
“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT 

The weekend of December 10th and 11th 
Total amount in envelopes:     $9,767 
Loose:                                           $2,641 
Online Parish Pay:                     $2,830 
Total Offered:                          $15,238 
 

Diocesan Assessment          $2,713 
 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception: $1,600 
 
“It's not how much we give but how much love 
we put into giving.”  St. Teresa of Calcutta 

MONDAY            December 19th 
8:30AM          Julian Ochrymowych 
           Bridget Schlegel 
                                  Michael and Rita Pavlo 
 

TUESDAY          December 20th 
8:30AM                 Holy Souls in Purgatory 
                                  Mario J. Lamia 
           Joseph W. Lawler 
 

WEDNESDAY    December 21st 
         Saint Peter Canisius,  

       Priest and Doctor of the Church 
8:30AM                 Peggyann Tuma 

                   Vincent Corsentino 
                                  Alan Anderson 
 
 

THURSDAY        December 22nd 
8:30AM           Emma Militante (Living) 
                                   Eleanor McCabe 
            Deacon Bill Wagner 
            Dick Garno 

 

FRIDAY           December 23rd 
                    Saint John of Kanty, Priest 

8:30AM           Norbert Terrie 
                                  Orlando Cacciato 
     Deceased members of the Capozzoli Family 
 
SATURDAY         December 24th 
8:30AM               Connie DeMizio 
            Rev. Daniel Ryan 
            William and Mary Murray 
 

The Nativity of the Lord  
              

Christmas Eve    
 

4:00PM    Parishioners, living and deceased 

6:00PM    Parishioners, living and deceased        
   

 
SUNDAY      December 25th 

         Christmas Day 
 
Midnight  Parishioners, living and deceased      
 
8:30AM     Parishioners, living and deceased      

 
10:30AM   Parishioners, living and deceased      

 
Please note there is no  

6pm Mass on Christmas Day 

MASS INTENTIONS 

THE WISDOM OF THE SAINTS 
 

“The season of Advent is like springtime in 
nature, when everything is renewed and so is 

fresh and healthy.   
Advent is also meant to do this to us--to refresh us 
and make us healthy, to be able to receive Christ  

in whatever form he may come to us.”                                                
 

                                                Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

Daily Mass Readings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25 

Tuesday 
Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 

  
Wednesday 

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-45 

Thursday 
1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 

Friday 
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66 

Saturday 
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR GOODNESS IN THIS ADVENT SEASON 
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 The Christmas Concert with Fr. Alphonse Stephenson and the Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea last 
Saturday was spectacular. Nearly 500 people were in attendance and the entire event went off without a 
hitch. This is, of course, due to the wonderful committee who oversaw the planning, advertising, tickets 
sales and hosting of the event. Under the leadership of Mary Knell, who was assisted by Ellie Alber, Judy 
Calabro, Barbara Carlson, Joan Holmes, Carol Horincewich, Carol Krenek, Peggy McCardle, Jean 
McDermott, Karen Nyquist, Sandi Schaffer, Ginny Scrudato, and Louise Winget, much planning and 
preparation was evident and led to the success of the entire venture. Father Alphonse was his usual 
charismatic and charming self. The spirits of all in attendance were lifted by the beautiful orchestral and 
vocal selections performed. The help of the Knights of Columbus was essential in preparing the sanctuary 
for the Orchestra and then returning everything to the proper place after the concert. Many commented 
afterwards, and since then, that it was the boost they needed at just the right time. With all the hard work, 
and through the presence of those who bought tickets and came to the concert, we will be able to assist the 
Missionary Groups of the Home of the Mother in Ecuador in rebuilding their convent, chapel, school, 
orphanage and other buildings after they were destroyed in the earthquake in that region this past May 
16th. It is tremendous that we can give them this Christmas gift to help in the face of dire poverty. Such a 
gift strengthens their hope and mission as they serve the poor in a concrete way. Thank you to all who 
attended and to our advertisers who supported the concert through their generosity.  

 Generosity to those in need was also evidenced in our parish by those who took Advent angel tags 
from the Giving Tree and returned gifts that are already on their way to those in need. Your thoughtfulness 
and kind gestures will make such an impact on the life of others as we celebrate Christmas this year. It was 
clear that so many put careful and deliberate thought into the gifts they bought. That was so nice to see as it 
demonstrated clearly that it was not just a case of giving for the sake of giving but that the person who 
would be the recipient of the gift was thought about also. You recognized the dignity of that person and 
responded not just to their need but to their dignity—that is a gift above and beyond the gift that was 
returned for distribution. This is what I believe is so important to God, that we take others into 
consideration and look to their dignity as brothers and sisters, sons and daughters of God. Thank you so 
much for that. 

 Our parish volunteer bakers also demonstrated such generosity in the cookies that were prepared 
for distribution among the homebound of the community. Beautifully packaged by Girl Scout Troops 870 
and 4581 led by Lynne Vreeland, the cookies will bring cheer and demonstrate an expression of goodwill for 
those members of our community who do not get out and about as much as they have done in the past. This 
care and devotion to our homebound parishioners is a reminder to them of the prayer and affection which 
they are held in by the wider community.  

 Soon we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. The schedule of 
Masses has been printed in the bulletin. On Tuesday evening of this week from 7—9 PM we will have several 
priests here for Confession. Please take the opportunity to give Jesus this gift of yourself for Christmas. He 
is Lord and Savior. He desires to allow us to experience the love and tender mercy of the Father in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Remember, He who made you without your help cannot save you without 
your help—you must want to be saved.  

 If you are travelling for Christmas be assured of my prayers for your travels. I am delighted that my 
sister, her husband and their children will be here with me for Christmas. It will make the celebration even 
more special with family here. I look forward to celebrating Christmas with you at Mass. Please remember 
the needs of the parish in your Christmas offering this year. As you may know, the Christmas collection is 
one that the parish greatly depends on and so your prayerful consideration of your Christmas offering to 
God for the mission of the parish is important. Without your generosity so much of the good that comes out 
from this parish community would not happen. Enjoy the rest of this Advent Season and may Christ find in 
you a warm and open welcome. 

Peace, Fr. Richard  
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Those who serve in the military: 
Nick Ragazzo, Stephen J. Campbell, Sean Milde, 
Frank Fasano, Marcia Fernandes, Richard Lister, 
Eric Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, Eileen 
Murphy, Peter Giovanni,  John E. Siedler IV, and 
Alex Slevens. 

Those who are ill:   
John Bonacci, Linda Russell, Beatrice Patti, Aileen 
Oster, Nanci Gamba, Elizabeth Early, Serenity 
Rose Apuzzo, George Thoms, Richard Sherer, 
Maple Young, Kevin Shea, Helen Munro, Larry 
Hebert, Larry Oster, Lou Aroneo, Msgr. Patrick 
Brown, Jack and Maria Bickel, Mary Keller, 
Dorothy Paul, Ruth Ann Rahe, George Armenti 
III, MaryAnn Paster, Anne Galdieri, Terry 
McCloskey, Patricia Caruso-Minicozzi, Susan 
Holmes, Pat Moran and Eric Binner.  
 
 

Those who have died to this world 
Ralph Sepe, Clarisse Murray,  

Bernadette Frisch, Richard Simon,  
and Fr. Charlie Parr 

Requiescat in Pace 
 

May all the faithful who have departed this world 
rest in your eternal peace.  Amen 

READINGS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 

Reborn through the waters of Baptism 
and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit,  
we embrace   
                            Sofia Grace Azevedo 

daughter of Bruno and Denise  

claimed now by Christ for the fullness of eternal life. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

         GETTING READY FOR SUNDAYEADY 
Join Fr. Richard for a deeper insight into the Scriptures 
for Sunday Mass. Let the texts come alive for you by 
gaining an understanding of their context and the 
culture within which they were written. Discussions are 
on-going every Thursday at 2pm to 3:30 pm and 
repeated from 7:30pm to 9pm in the Pastoral Center 
Library. We will not meet Thursday, December 
22nd 0r 29th.  

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 Isaiah 
rejoices that God is bringing his exiled 
people home to Jerusalem. He calls out 
to the people to be glad because God 
will restore Jerusalem. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6 
Paul explains to the Hebrews that 

although God had spoken through the prophets, people 
could not always completely understand the message. 
Now God has spoken to us by sending Jesus, the son, a 
reflection of God’s glory and forgiver of our sins. 
 
Gospel: John 1:1-18 John describes how the Word 
came into the world in the form of Jesus. All those who 
accept Jesus become children of God by sharing in Jesus’ 
love. No one has seen God, but through Jesus, God was 
revealed to us. 

VOTIVE CANDLES 

The Votive candles before the statues of the  
Blessed Mother and St. Joseph are  
in memory of Dominic Carton  

The Liturgy of Advent...helps us to understand fully the 
value and meaning of Christmas. 

St. John Paul II 

      Saturday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve: 4PM and 6PM 

 
Sunday, December 25th 

Christmas Day 
Solemn Mass at Midnight 

(preceded by lessons and carols at 11:30PM) 
8:30AM and 10:30AM 

 
Solemnity of Mary  
the Mother of God 

Saturday, December 31st—5:00PM 
Sunday, January 1st 

8:30AM (no music), 10:30AM and 6:00PM  
 

Confession 
Tuesday, December 20th  

7:00-9:00PM  
 

The Parish office will be closed on Friday, 
December 23rd and Monday, December 26th in 
observance of Christmas. In an emergency please 
call 973-222-0720.       Thank you.  

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 

You are invited to participate in the Filipino tradition of 
Simbang Gabi, a novena of Masses during Advent. 
Mass will be celebrated on Monday, December 19  
at 7pm by Fr. Richard. The novena is coordinated by 
the Diocesan Commission for Catholic Filipino 
Ministries of the Paterson Diocese. Refreshments to 
follow. For more information please contact Emma 
Militante at 908-604-0075/mommilitante@gmail.com 

SIMBANG GABI 

mailto:908-604-0075/mommilitante@gmail.com
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St. Vincent de Paul Parish will have a bus going to 
Washington DC again for the March For Life on 
Friday, January 27. Please mark your calendar 

and pick up a flyer in the narthex or at 
the Parish House. The cost is $20 for 
teens and seniors and $25 for adults. 
Please contact Danielle Dill for more 
information 908-578-2712. 

 

MEALS FOR MOMS 

Are you expecting a baby or know someone who 
is? Meals For Moms wants to show our support 
by providing meals to the family. Email Danielle 
Grieco at dgrieco7@verizon.net for more 
information. 

BOOK CLUB SERIES WITH SR. ELSA 

Mondays from 9:15am to 
10:45am join Sr. Elsa’s Book 
Club series in the Pastoral Center 
Library. Come and participate with 
Sr. Elsa as she leads the discussion 
from Praying with Women of 
the Bible featuring women from 

the Old and New Testament. Every Monday a 
different woman from the Bible will be discussed 
utilizing scripture, prayer and raising questions 
from our own lives.  
The Book Club will not meet on Monday, 
December 26 or January 2. 

PIES FOR CHRISTMAS SALE 

The Knights of Columbus are 
hosting a pie sale for Christmas. 
Choose from a large selection of 
fresh baked 10 inch pies and sticky 
buns. Pre-paid orders only will 
be accepted. A representative is 
available after Mass in the narthex 

to place your order. Pies are to be picked up on 
Friday, December 23 from 3:00PM to 6:00PM in 
the narthex. 

NEW ADOPTION LAW 
December 31 is the last chance for women who 
gave their children up for adoption to be made 
aware of the change in the adoption law of New 
Jersey. They can receive more information by 
calling 866-649-8726 ext. 582. 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2017 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES PROJECT 

Thank you to all the wonderful bakers who so 
generously contributed to our annual Christmas 
cookie project. Friends at Lounsberry and 
homebound parishioners were so very grateful for 
the Christmas cheer delivered by Sr. Elsa and her 
team. A special thanks to the girl scouts from 
Troops 870 and 4581 led by Lynne Vreeland, who 
handcrafted over 70 beautiful Christmas cards to 
send along with the cookies.  
We are so grateful for your kindness. 
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If you would like to participate in our Christmas Flower offering, please use the envelope that was provided 
in your monthly packet or use the form below and return to the parish office. If you have any questions 

please contact Vera at the Parish House 908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.  
Offerings are due no later than December 19  

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— -
In Memory of:________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________  
 
Gifted by: :_____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:____________________________________________Amount:______ 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 

Family Faith Session -  December 11, 2016 
“The Miracle of the Eucharist and the Effects on Our Souls” 

 
 

Our Family Faith Session went very well! Below are a few comments which our parents and students chose to 
share about their experience. During our session parents and children enjoyed lunch and fellowship while 

engaging in an all ages faith learning experience centered on the Eucharist. 
 
 
 

“It was a great afternoon with family, focused on our faith.  I learned so much that I really did not know at all, so for 
that I am grateful!”   Allison Dorko (parent) 
 

 “The best part was when we turned the candle on and off to show how when we receive the body of Jesus each Sunday 
our hearts light up inside like a candle.”  Joe Oleske (5th  grade) 
 

“I learned about Jesus and the Eucharist and it’s important to go to Church”  Abigail Dorko (2nd grade ) 
 

“I learned more about God”  Owen Davine (2nd grade) 
 

Kristen Oleske, a parent, enjoyed Father Richard’s analogy of how “Jesus is so hungry for our love and the importance 
of feeding our souls as much as our stomachs.”     

“I just wanted to take a moment to thank you again for a beautiful program today. What a miracle the Eucharist is to 
us!”  Lillian Castellano (parent) 

mailto:908-647-0118/vcastagna@stvdp.org.

