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908-647-6772 dnemeth@stvdp.org 
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Peter O’Neill, Deacon 
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Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti 
Timothy Wallisch 
 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Maria DeLuca  
Religious Formation Secretary 
Tonianne VanDerveer 
Parish Secretary 
Mary Woods  
Parish Finance Coordinator 

 
PARISH SCHOOL 

908-647-0421 
Fax 908-647-3878 

Website  www.stvdp.org 
John Paul Crescenzo 
Principal 
Vera Castagna  
School Secretary 
Staci Ciamei 
School Finance Coordinator 

We are a Catholic community rooted in the  
         Eucharist and committed to the poor. 

 
Sunday Mass Schedule  

 
(Vigil Mass) 

Saturday —5 PM 
     

Sunday  
8:30 AM, 10:30AM and 6:00 PM 

 
Confession—Saturday at 4 PM 
at other times by appointment.  

 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule  
 
 

8:30 AM  Monday  - Saturday  
 
 
“It would be easier for the world 
to survive without the sun  than to 
do so without the Holy Mass.”  

file://svdpparish/parish/abonacci/My Pictures/st john bosco.htm
tel:908-295-8104
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT 

The weekend of April 16th and 17th 
 
Total amount in 241 envelopes:  $8, 037 
Loose:     $2, 631 
Online Parish Pay:   $3,041                                                                                                                                                                        
—————————————- 
Total offered:   $13, 709 
 
Campaign for Human Development  $2,407 

 
Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.                                        2 Corinthians 9:7 

Thank you for your continued 
generosity. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY   April 25th 

Saint Mark, Evangelist  

8:30 AM  Jorge Novoa (Living)  
   Joseph Masucci 
             T. Reilly McCarren 
 
TUESDAY   April 26th 
8:30 AM          Maria Lamar (Living)  
   Holy Souls in Purgatory 
   Esther Michalowicz 
 
WEDNESDAY  April 27th 
8:30 AM   Helena Rohal (Living)  
   Kevin Touhey 
   Richard Joyce 
    
THURSDAY April 28th 

Saint Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr,  
Saint Louis de Montfort, Priest 

8:30 AM        Alice Capria  
   Msgr. John F. Corr 
   Anne Quaely 
 
FRIDAY   April 29th 
8:30 AM                   Elizabeth Calabro (Living)  
            Catherine Silva 
   Larry Scala 
 
SATURDAY April 30th 
8:30 AM  Deacon Bill Wagner 
   Richard Joyce 
    

SIXTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER 
5:00 PM    Rev. Richard Scanlon 
(Saturday)   Anna Silva 
   Paul Scanlon 
 
SUNDAY   May 1st 
8:30 AM:      People of the Parish 
   Thomas Chesney 
            Patsy Filippone 
 
10:30 AM              Donna Marie Morgan 
              Richard Derrico 
               Adele Cannizzaro 
 
6:00 PM  Monica Struck-Kuechler 
   Deacon Bill Wagner 
   Kathleen T. Costigan      

DAILY READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday 

1 Pt 5:5b-14; Mk 16:15-20  
Tuesday 

Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a 
 Wednesday 

Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday 

Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11 
Friday 

Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday 

Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 

ASCENSION THURSDAY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Feast of the Lord’s Ascension is 
celebrated 40 days after the Solemnity of 
Easter and is a holyday of obligation for 
faithful Catholics. This year the Feast will be 
celebrated on Thursday, May 5th when Mass 
will be offered at 8:30 AM, Noon and 7 PM.  



PASTORS COLUMN 
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THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD  
 
 Last Monday, I gave a talk to the Women’s Ministry of St. James in Basking Ridge. Some months 
ago I was contacted by a member of the group who told me that they were reading the book, The Practice of 
the Presence of God: Conversations and Letters of Brother Lawrence. I had read the book many years ago 
and was happy to have the encouragement to read it once more. Brother Lawrence was given the name 
Nicholas Herman when he was born in Lorraine, France in 1611. As a poor young man he served as a soldier 
so that he could have a small income and daily food rations. War left him injured so he entered into a life of 
service as a footman. At the age of 18 he underwent a life changing experience at the sight of a dry and 
leafless tree which he knew held within it the promise of new life. This gave him an overwhelming sense of 
the knowledge and love of God. He began to see that God could be sought after and encountered at anytime 
and anywhere. God fills all of creation with His presence and there is no place that is devoid of God, 
therefore, we can and should practice the Presence of God, everywhere and at all times.  
  
 When he entered the Carmelite Order of Paris as a lay brother he was already 55 and was noted for 
his deep spirituality. The book is essentially a record of notes based on several conversations Brother 
Lawrence had with Fr. Joseph de Beaufort, a priest of Paris. The book includes letters of Brother Lawrence 
in which he dispenses advice and wisdom to those who sought his counsel. Lawrence could not imagine a 
life apart from God and struggled with sin as a stumbling block to God’s presence. He knew that a life of 
prayer and an awareness of God’s presence hindered sin and so leads to a life that is united to God where 
blessings received are recognized with a heart full of gratitude. Sometimes his advice was straight to the 
point. For example, in a letter to an ill friend  he promises not to pray for the friend’s healing, but that he 
may gain God’s comfort through his pain. He suggests that any amount of suffering is exactly what God 
thinks the person needs.  
  
 In reading the book and reflecting on his spiritualty I could not help but be reminded of the 
spirituality of St. Therese of Lisieux, my ultimate favorite who I so look forward to chatting with forever. St. 
Therese, in her “little way” once wrote: “ When I act as charity bids, I have this feeling that it is Jesus who is 
acting in me; the closer my union with him, the greater my love for all the sisters without distinction.”  I so 
enjoy the story that Therese offers about washing pots in the kitchen and how the splashing of water by the 
other sister would irritate her. Therese suggests that it was easier to become irritated but that did not allow 
for God’s Presence so instead she asked Jesus to change her response to the sister rather than changing the 
sister. In a sense this is a great lesson especially when the other intends no harm and is just doing what they 
do.  
  
 The Practice of the Presence of God means for each of us the awareness that God is constantly 
surrounding us with love, mercy, compassion and encouraging grace. Encountering God in this way allows 
for growth within us, change that brings about spiritual maturity and allows us to become the best version 
of ourselves to the glory of God. Ultimately, that is what out life is about. We cannot always change the 
events, circumstances or even persons we encounter but by the grace of God’s encounter with us we can 
change and be more like Jesus. The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, the promised mentor and guide causes this 
transformation in us. We are called to cooperate and to understand this. As Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
stated at the start of his pontificate in 2005, “ If we let Christ enter fully into our lives, if we open ourselves 
totally to him, are we not afraid that He might take something away from us? Are we not perhaps afraid to 
give up something significant, something unique, something that makes life so beautiful? Do we not then 
risk ending up diminished and deprived of our freedom? No! If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, 
nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great. No! Only in this friendship are the 
doors of life opened wide. Only in this friendship is the great potential of human existence truly revealed. 
Only in this friendship do we experience beauty and liberation.”  
 
Peace, 
Fr. Richard  



FOOD PANTRY NEWS  
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Those who serve in the military: 
Sean Milde, James Minogue, Greg Scaduto, Frank 
Fasano, Marcia Fernandes, Richard Lister, Eric 
Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, Eileen 
Murphy, Peter Giovanni,  Brian Reynolds, John E. 
Siedler IV, and Alex Slevens. 

Those who are ill: 
Michael Knell, Elizabeth Vadon, Tina Passarelli, 
Saverio Lacopo,  Erin Lonergan, Lou Aroneo, Rosa 
Benitez,  Jack and Maria Bickel, Bob Mikulyak, 
Marilynn Fogarty, Cecile Fountain-Jardim, Msgr. 
Patrick Brown,  Mary Keller, Richard Scherer, 
Dorothy Paul, Givi Trauwaert, Ruth Ann Rahe, 
Daniel Nastarowicz, Jonathan Tantaros, Mary 
Bigelis, George Armenti III, MaryAnn Paster, 
Anne Galdieri, Terry McCloskey, Patricia Caruso-
Minicozzi, Susan Holmes, Pat Moran, Carmel 
Connolly and Eric Binner.  
 

Those who have died to this world 
Requiescat in Pace 

 
May  all the faithful who have departed this world 

rest in your eternal peace. Amen. 

NEXT SUNDAY MASS READINGS   

BRIDGES 

We have one more run for 
this school year.  Friday, 
April 29th  to New York City. 
Please consider donating 
some supplies by visiting 
www.perfectpotluck.com      
Coordinator:  Garcia    

Password :  2323 
                                                                                   
Blessings for all of your support. 
                                                       Pat Garcia 

We are short of several items:  Pancake mix, white Rice, 
canned and dry black beans, ravioli, spam, spaghetti 
sauce (traditional or meat sauce).  Additional items that 
are greatly appreciated are: Dry milk, canned pears and 
pineapple, dry mashed potatoes, coffee, Honey Nut 
Cheerios,  Frosted Flakes, Canned Corn, Tuna Fish and 
Tomato Paste 
 

Responding to the needs of the poor is a Corporal Work 
of Mercy.  

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
First Reading: Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
 
Some men informed the Gentiles that they must be cir-
cumcised if they wished to be saved, because of the Old 
Laws.  Disciples then went forth to tell the Gentiles to 
honor only those rules which were strictly necessary, 
such as abstaining from eating meat sacrificed to idols 
and illicit sexual union. 
 
Second Reading: Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 
 
John depicts Jerusalem coming out of heaven, spar-
kling with the radiance of precious jewels. Angels were 
stationed at each of its twelve gates, and each gate bore 
the name of one tribe of Israel. The city had no temple, 
because God was its temple. The glory and light of God 
and the Lamb also replaced their need for the sun. 
 
Gospel: John 14:23-29 
 
Jesus tells his disciples, 
"Anyone who loves me will be 
true to my word." For those 
who do honor his word, both 
Jesus and God will love them 
and stay with them always. He 
also tells them that God will 
send the Holy Spirit in his 
place to give them the instruc-
tions they will need.  Jesus 
then tells them that peace is his farewell gift to them.  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

The St. Damien Council Knights of Columbus is 
sponsoring their semi-annual Blood Drive on 
Monday April 25th at 3:30 PM—8:00 PM  in the 
school gym. . Please call Ken Schaefer at 732-356-
6148 to register for this blood drive. Sign up  will 
take place at all Masses in the Narthex on April 
16th and 17th and again on April  23rd and 24th.  
Place your name on the donor list to make this 
blood drive a success and perhaps save someone's 
life.  

Reborn through the waters of Baptism and the 
out-pouring of the Holy Spirit,  

we embrace, 
 Gabriel Berwanger Hebert 

son of Jonathan and Pamella  
 

Quinn Harper Colas 
daughter of Ryan and Ryan  

 
Gabriel Patrick Crimmel 

son of Brian and Mairead 
 

claimed now by Christ for the  
fullness of Eternal Life. 
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Boy Scout  and parishioner, Sean Theoclitus, is 
building a wall that will curve around the back of the 
cross in the parish’s cemetery. Which will provide a 
nice space for prayer and reflection. On the wall there 
will be names of people’s loved ones, (deceased or 
living,) engraved onto individual name plates, to be put 
on the wall. If you are interested in having your loved 
one’s name put on the wall please visit 
www.troop59.com/seaneagleproject. The project is 
limited to 100 names. The wall will stand for many 
generations to come. You may also contact the parish 
office for more information if you do not have access to 
a computer.  

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT  
IN PARISH CEMETERY  

SCHOOL NEWS 

TMC Boutique Week  
 April 26-30th  

 

Linda Tribuna, owner of TMC 
Boutique has graciously offered to 
extend 10% off customer's 
purchases back to our school during 
the week of April 26-30th with the 
use of the announcement to the 
left.   TMC Boutique played a big 
part in supporting our Fashion Show and are now 
looking to continue their support with this generous 
promotion.  Please use the official announcement to 
the left to purchase something for the special 
women in your lives!   
                                          

THE YEAR OF MERCY  
 

Speakers Series: Catholic Social Teaching 
 

Amilee Bishop, Coordinator  of Youth Ministry, 
will be leading a reflection on Catholic Social 
Teaching in the Church Meeting Room on 
Monday, May 9th at 7:30pm.  All are invited to 
join us to learn more about this amazing teaching 
from the Catholic Church: where it comes from, 
what the 7 themes of Catholic Social Teaching are, 
and how we can live out the practices in our lives 
every day. 

Annual Life Ministries BABY 
SHOWER will take place from 
April 24th to May 8th.  Bring 
your unwrapped baby and Mom 
items to the Church meeting 
room.  For a list of suggested 

items, please see the bulletin board or Kiosk 
or the Parish website  Your generous donation will 
benefit homeless, unwed pregnant women of Good 
Counsel Home and Birth Haven Homes.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Stacey Beer 908-755-
8901 or sab@vfproperties.com.  Thank you in advance 
for your kindness and generous support.  

New items only please,  
Surprise Mom for Mother’s Day and give  

 a Shower Gift in her honor! 

GOODCOUNSELHOMES.ORG or  
BIRTHHAVEN.ORG to learn more. 

LIFE MINISTRIES 

http://www.troop59.com/seaneagleproject
mailto:sab@vfproperties.com
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FAITH FORMATION / RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 
When: MONDAY, JUNE 27 to Thursday, June 30 

Time:  9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
 

Join us for crafts, MUSIC, GAMES AND 
LOTS OF FUN 

as we learn to follow Jesus! 
 
 

Who: Children entering Kindergarten thru Grade 6 
 

 
 
                                 
 

 
 

                                                         Registrations are available at: 
                                                       www.stvincentschurch.org 

email:  dnemeth@stvdp.org (Deirdre Nemeth) 
parish office 908-647-0118  Maria DeLuca or Deirdre Nemeth 

 
Volunteers are also needed!!  Please call or email us.  

Registration: $25 per child or $75 per family 

MOTHER’S DAY SPIRITUAL BOUQUET 

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR MOM   
Soon it will be Mother’s Day. Choosing that perfect gift to show appreciation is essential. 
We have the best and most perfect gift for you to honor your Mom. On the weekend of 
May 8th, the Masses will be offered for the intentions of Mother’s living and deceased. If 
you would like your mother enrolled contact the parish office or fill out the form below and 
send it in. For mother's who have gone before us in faith their names may be included with 
the intentions (the list will be placed on the Altar) and for mother’s who are here with us a 
card will be provided for you to give to your mom for Mother’s Day informing them that 
their intentions are being offered at all Masses that weekend. The suggested offering is 
$10, however, it is an offering not a fee and cards will be given even if the offering is not a 
possibility. We do have a limited number of beautiful cards for your use and your Mom 
will be delighted that you have included her in the most perfect gift of all. For more 
information or if you have questions please contact Tonianne at the parish office. 

 
Mass Offering For:_______________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of or Honor of, please circle. 
 
Gifted by:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:__________________________________________________ 

http://www.stvincentschurch.org/
mailto:dnemeth@stvdp.org

