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Sr. Elsa Jeronimo, C.S.JB. 
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908-647-0421 dnemeth@stvdp.org 
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908-295-8104 
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Peter O’Neill, Deacon 
908-647-7258 pjoneill@att.net 
 

Parish Trustees 
Alan Tangreti and Timothy Wallisch 
 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Vera Castagna 
Parish Secretary 
 

Maria DeLuca  
Religious Formation Secretary 
 

Teri Kesselmeyer 
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We are a Catholic community  
rooted in the Eucharist  

and committed to the poor. 

Sunday Mass Schedule  
 

(Vigil Mass) 
Saturday —5:00PM 

     
Sunday  

8:30AM, 10:30AM  
and 6:00PM 

 

Confession: Saturday at 4PM 
or other days by appointment.  

 

Weekday Mass Schedule  
 

 
8:30AM Monday-Saturday  

 

 
 
“It would be easier for the 
world to survive without the 
sun than to do so without the 
Holy Mass.”  

 St. Padre Pio 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION REPORT 
The weekend of  February 11th and 12th 

Total amount in envelopes:  $9,083 

Loose:                                        $2,026 
Online Parish Pay                   $3,900 
 
 

Total Offered:                    $15,009 

Diocesan Assessment: $2,437 

“It is not how much we give but how much love 
we put into giving.” St. Teresa of Calcutta 

MASS INTENTIONS 
MONDAY            February 20th 
8:30AM             Helena Rohal (Living) 
 Sr. Mary Murphy 
                                           Frank Marmorato 

 

TUESDAY          February 21st 
Saint Peter Damian, Bishop and  

Doctor of the Church 
8:30AM Vienne Zabroski 
 Sam Singer 
 Lena and Duke Dorsi 
 

WEDNESDAY   February 22nd 
The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 

8:30AM The Fettes Family (Living) 
 Florence Dwyer 
 Juan Carlos Cruz 
 

THURSDAY       February 23rd 
Saint Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 

8:30AM Nicholas E. Tangreti 
 Carol Seibert 
 Givi Trauwaert 

 

FRIDAY          February 24th 
8:30AM Dominic Carton 
             Edward DeFabio 

               Msgr. Richard Behle 

 

SATURDAY         February 25th 
8:30AM Daniel Scanlon, Sr. 
 Helen Stolz 
                                 Victoria and Joseph Lawler 

 
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:00PM (Vigil) Edward King 
 Marion Knott 
          Louise Cipparulo 
 

 
SUNDAY         February 26th 
8:30AM People of the Parish 
                     Lina Zotti 

                   Lena and Duke Dorsi 
 

10:30AM         Deacon Bill Wagner 
     Mickey Stack 

                   Sister Kathleen Margaret O’Connell 
 

6:00PM  Robert Catherwood 
             Elizabeth Nevitt, Christopher Bowman 

Daily Mass Readings 
 
 

Monday 
Sir 1:1-10; Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday 
Sir 2:1-11; Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesday 
1 Pt 5:1-4; Mt 16:13-19 

Thursday 
Sir 5:1-8; Mk 9:41-50 

Friday 
Sir 6:5-17; Mk 10:1-12 

Saturday 
Sir 17:1-15; Mk 10:13-16 

ENDOWMENT FUND FOR  
CATHOLIC  EDUCATION  

The Endowment Fund is available to registered, 
contributing and active parishioners of St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish who have or who intend to enroll a 
child or their children in a local Catholic Grade 
School. The Fund provides for the out of parish 
differential for each student and also provides 
Tuition Assistance to those with demonstrated 
need. Application for the Fund may be obtained by 
contacting Vera at the Parish House. The 
completed forms should be returned to the Parish 
House by Monday, March 20th. Thank you to all 
who have contributed to this Fund in the past to 
assist in providing a Catholic education to children 
in our parish. 

The Mass Book for 2018 is now available for 
your Mass intentions. Please call or visit the 
Parish office to request dates and times for your 
intentions. You can also email Vera at 
vcastagna@stvdp.org with your requests. 
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 On Wednesday, March 1st, the season of Lent begins this year. In preparation for Lent, theses days 
may be a good time to ask what the discipline of Lent will mean for each of us this year. The ashes that are 
blessed on Ash Wednesday remind us that we are dust, and to dust we will return. That’s ok as somber as it 
might mean because we have been redeemed from eternal death by Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
Originally Lent was intended as a time of preparation for those who were preparing for baptism at Easter. 
Over time it became a church wide discipline. I remember reading once that it was as if the Christians of the 
earlier centuries were somewhat jealous that the preparation that those preparing for baptism participated 
in brought such renewal to them that they (those already baptized) wanted to have a similar season of 
spiritual growth. Lent became a discipline for all Christians while remaining a time of intense preparation 
for those preparing to be baptized.  
 
 This, I believe, is a good way to approach the season of Lent. It is an opportunity for renewal and of 
spiritual preparation for the great celebration of Easter. It is a season when we both individually, and as a 
body of believers, reflect on the dying and rising of Jesus as we seek to purify our body, minds, and souls. 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI wrote that Lent could be likened to “a long retreat during which we can turn 
back into ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the temptations of the Evil One. It is a 
period of spiritual ‘combat’ which we must experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and presumption, but 
using the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the Word of God, and penance. In this way we will be able to 
celebrate Easter in truth, ready to renew the promises of our baptism.”  
 
 Lent is a time of Fasting, Prayer and Almsgiving but from the onset, as we are reminded in the 
Gospel of the Mass on Ash Wednesday, Jesus reminds us that we are not to enter in with a sour or dour 
disposition, “do not look gloomy like the hypocrites. They neglect their appearance, so that they may appear 
to others to be…”. The preface of the Lenten Mass reminds us that Lent is a gift God gives us each year so 
that we can celebrate the mysteries of our faith with “the joy of minds made pure”. Entering Lent with right 
intention and a clear purpose is important. We should neither ignore the opportunity the season offers or 
take on so much that it becomes a great burden. Too often the spiritual discipline and sacrifice of some can 
be the penance they inflict on others. A friend would often say; if my mother gives up coffee for Lent why 
must she take it out on us? So true. If that which we take on as discipline is ‘taken out’ on others it is of no 
benefit for our spiritual renewal or growth.  
 
 In Lent Jesus offers us three paths to deeper holiness. Fasting, which reminds us that we ultimately 
hunger not for the brief satisfying things of this world but rather for a deeper relationship with the Lord. 
Denying ourselves sharpens and focuses our mind on this reality of our true hunger which only the Lord can 
satisfy. As St. Augustine wrote: "You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until 
they find their rest in you." This restlessness comes when we seek that which can never satisfy us.  
Almsgiving, challenges us to separate ourselves from our dependency on material things while also 
affording us the opportunity to share our material possessions, money and otherwise, with those who are in 
greater need. Recently, I heard of a person who boasted that they had over 60 pairs of shoes. Why? Even a 
family of centipedes would not need so many. By freely giving we learn to trust the Lord and are reminded 
of that which is truly important. As we say in Ireland, there are no pockets in a shroud. Prayer, is the best 
opportunity to stir up and deepen our love, conversation and our ability to listen to the Lord. The action of 
prayer is like wrapping a blanket around yourself on a cold day. Prayer is our second skin and the assurance 
that the Lord is leading us along the right path and that we are responding correctly.  
 
 Try to keep Lent simple this year. Consider the three disciplines of Fasting, Prayer and Almsgiving 
and maybe pick something to add to your spiritual walk in each area. The purpose should be to deepen our 
relationship with the Lord, to take Lent as a time of renewal, to be reminded of who we are, to whom we 
belong and where we are ultimately destined for. Whatever you decide, ask the Lord to help and entrust it 
all to His grace and mercy. Take some time to decide because Lent is coming soon to a church near you. 
 
Peace, 
Fr. Richard  
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READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

Reborn through the waters of  
Baptism and the outpouring of  

the Holy Spirit, we embrace 
Harlan Reese Ferguson 

                           daughter of Jeremy and Erin 

              claimed now for the fullness of eternal life. 

Join Fr. Richard for a deeper insight 
into the Scriptures for Sunday 
Mass. Let the texts come alive for you 
by gaining an understanding of their 
context and the culture within which 

they were written. Discussions are on-going every 
Thursday at 2pm to 3:30 pm and repeated at 
7:30pm to 9pm in the Pastoral Center Library.  

First Reading: Isaiah 49:14-15  
The city of Zion laments that God has forsaken it. God 
replies that a mother would not forget her baby.  Yet even 
if she did forget, “I will never forget you.” 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 4:1-5  
Paul describes himself as a servant of Christ. He explains 
that the opinions of other people are unimportant to him. 
God is the only one worthy to judge us.  
When God returns, he will praise those who deserve it. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 6:24-34 
Jesus warns the people not to waste their time worrying 
about material things. He says that God provides for the 
birds in the sky. “Are you not more important 
than they?” Jesus asked. We should not worry about food 
and clothes. Instead we should act as God wants us to, 
then he will help provide for us. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

Those who serve in the military: 
Nick Ragazzo, Stephen J. Campbell, Sean Milde, 
Frank Fasano, Marcia Fernandes, Richard Lister, 
Eric Leverone, Jay Donato, Frank Messina, Eileen 
Murphy, Peter Giovanni,  John E. Siedler IV, and 
Alex Slevens. 

 
Those who are ill:   

Erin and Abby Delaney, Lucy Bustillos, Paula 
Matchen John Bonacci, May Hill, Cesare 
Passarelli, Sal Cerami, Caitlin and Kevin Shea, Bill 
Wallisch, Helen Marie Kravitz, Linda Russell, 
Larry and Aileen Oster, Nanci Gamba, Elizabeth 
Early, Serenity Rose Apuzzo, George Thoms, 
Richard Sherer, Maple Young, Helen Munro, 
Larry Hebert, Lou Aroneo,  Mary Keller, George 
Armenti III, MaryAnn Paster, Anne Galdieri, 
Terry McCloskey, Patricia Caruso-Minicozzi, Pat 
Moran and Eric Binner.  
 
 

Those who have died to this world 
Iain Thomlinson, Noel Williams,  

and Thomas Heeney 
Requiescat in Pace 

 

May all the faithful who have departed this world 
rest in your eternal peace.  Amen 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

CHILDRENS FAITH FORMATION 

Parents of children in 1st thru 8th grades: 
Please sign up for the “Divine Mercy” Family 
Faith Session. There are two Sunday sessions.  
Please choose either Sunday, March 19th or 
March 26th at 10:20am-1:30pm  
       (Mass and lunch included) 
Go to http://svdpfamilyfaith.com/rsvp/index.php 
which will take you directly to the sign up page. 
 
Parents of children in 1st thru 5th grades: 
During Lent, Faith Formation families are asked 
to attend the Stations of the Cross one Friday 
evening. However, this year, for the first time, we 
are offering 1st thru 5th grades an option to 
participate instead in a Stations of the Cross 
Play to be presented on Sunday April 9th at 
2:30pm. Rehearsals will be Tuesday, April 4th 
and 6th in the evening. Please rsvp by February 
24th (for costume ordering) by emailing Deirdre 
at dnemeth@stvdp.org   

2017  CALENDAR RAFFLE 

You should have received your 2017 Calendar 
Raffle tickets in the mail. The total amount of the 
prizes will be $20,000. 
The first drawing will take place on Wednesday, 
February 22nd with the winning prize amount of 
$1,000. Return your tickets as soon as possible to 
be eligible for all 9 drawings. We encourage you to 
get your family and friends in on the fun. As the 
saying goes—you have to be in it to win it! 

Also, parishioners are needed to sell 
tickets after all the Masses beginning 
the weekend of Feb. 18/19. Please 
visit the parish website to sign up. 
Your help is needed to make our 
parish raffle a success. Good Luck! 

http://svdpfamilyfaith.com/rsvp/index.php
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FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Our Parish Food Pantry is in serious 
need of the following items: tuna, 
white rice and dry black beans. 
In addition, we are running low on 
dry small red beans, canned black 
beans, sardines, pancake mix, coffee, 
and honey nut cheerios. 
Items are to be dropped off at the church 
narthex. Your generosity is always appreciated. 
 

Speaking of Faith 
Christopher Bell, the founder of Good Counsel and 
innovator in creating supportive residential care 
and services for homeless, expectant and new 
mothers and their children will speak at St. Paul 
Inside the Walls on February 22nd at 
7:30pm. To register visit insidethewalls.org. 

TECHNOLOGY 101 

If you are interested in learning 
more about your mobile device 
this is the perfect opportunity! 
Classes are held every Tuesday 
in the Pastoral Center Library  
at 9:30am. Bring your phone 
and or tablet. Together we will 
learn to text, send and view 

pictures, email and much more. For questions 
contact Teri Kesselmeyer at the parish office or by 
email tkess@stvdp.org. 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

Ash Wednesday is fast approaching! The Rosary 
Altar Society will have its first Fat Tuesday Bake 

Sale the weekend of February 
25th and 26th after the 5pm 
Mass and the Sunday 
morning Masses. A good time to 
get your last indulgence of 
chocolate or other sweet baked 

goods before the Lenten Season begins. All 
proceeds will go to serving the needs of our 
various projects. Thank you for your support. 

Are you or someone you know in the process of 
recovering from cancer? The YMCA offers a 12 
week exercise program in a small group 
setting with certified trainers to help you regain 
strength and work on balance and flexibility. 
Contact Lisa McQuilkin to register at the Berkeley 
H e i g h t s  Y M C A  9 0 8 - 4 6 4 - 8 3 7 3 /
lisa.mcquilkin@thesay.org or Sue Fieseler to 
register at the Summit YMCA 908-273-3330/
sue.fieseler@thesay.org. The Berkeley Heights. 
session begins February 23rd and the Summit 
session begins April 6th. 

RECOVERING FROM CANCER? 

Kindness is of 
Utmost 

Importance 
If we want there to be 
peace in the world, 
then we have to take 
responsibility when our own hearts and minds 
harden and close. We have to be brave enough 
to soften what is rigid, to find the soft spot 
and stay with it.  
We have to have that kind of courage and take 
that kind of responsibility.  
That’s true spiritual warriorship.  
That’s the true practice of peace. 

The Parish Office will be closed on 
Monday, February 20 in observation  

of the Presidents’ Day holiday.  
In an emergency call 973-222-0720. 

mailto:tkess@stvdp.org.
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Grief is a journey. The journey can be easier when 
shared with others who have faced similar 
circumstances Come and share your story in a 
confidential friendly atmosphere. St. Vincent de 
Paul Parish and St. Mary’s Parish, Watchung have 
combined their Bereavement Support Groups.  
The sessions will run for 6 weeks every 
Tuesday beginning on March 
28th until May 2nd. For 
additional information contact the 
Parish Office or our Bereavement 
Coordinator Barbara Carlson at 908-
647-0407. 

If you would like to have a candle lit in 
remembrance of a loved one before the 
statue of the Blessed Mother and/or  
St. Joseph please call the parish office 
to choose a date. Candles are lit for one 
week at a time. This is a beautiful way 
to memorialize a loved one.  

PARISH PLAYGROUP 

The next gathering of our Parish Playgroup will be 
Wednesday, February 22nd in the Pre K room 
in the Pastoral Center. All new Moms and tots are 
welcome. We meet from 9:15am to 10:30am the 
second and fourth Wednesday of the month. If you 
are able, join us at 8:30 Mass beforehand. For 
more information contact Lindsay Schlegel at  
Lindsay.schlegel@gmail.com 

LENT 2017  
 

Dear friends, Lent is the favorable season for 
renewing our encounter with Christ, living in his 
word, in the sacraments and in our neighbor. The 
Lord, who overcame the deceptions of the 
Tempter during the forty days in the desert, shows 
us the path we must take. May the Holy Spirit lead 
us on a true journey of conversion, so that we can 
rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified of 
the sin that blinds us, and serve Christ present in 
our brothers and sisters in need. I encourage all 
the faithful to express this spiritual renewal also 
by sharing in the Lenten Campaigns promoted by 
many Church organizations in different parts of 
the world, and thus to favor the culture of 
encounter in our one human family. Let us pray 
for one another so that, by sharing in the victory 
of Christ, we may open our doors to the weak and 
poor. Then we will be able to experience and share 
to the full the joy of Easter.  

Pope Francis—Lenten Message for 2017 
 
The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
on March 1st. Please take some time to reflect 
and ask God what might be asked of you during 
this upcoming Lenten Season to deepen your life 
of faith.   
 

Ash Wednesday Schedule 2017  
Mass at 8:30 AM, Noon and 7 PM  

with the distribution of Ashes. 
4 PM—Liturgy of the Word  
with distribution of Ashes. 

EXPOSITION OF SACRED RELICS 

St Francis de Sales Parish, 
Vernon, NJ is inviting you to a 
teaching and exposition of 
Sacred Relics. Over 150 relics 
will be shown, some believed to 
be as old as 2000 years. Among 
the treasures will be relics of St. 

Maria Goretti, St. Therese of Lisieux, St. Francis 
of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas 
Aquinas and St. Faustina Kowalska. 
In addition, there will also be present a piece of a 
veil which is believed to have belonged to Our 
Lady and one of the largest remaining pieces of 
the True Cross in the world. 
The exposition will be held in the church 
on Sunday, February 19 at 3:00pm. For 
more information visit their website at 
www.treasuresofthe church.com 

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 

Save the date for our annual Fish 
and Chips Dinner: Saturday, 
March 11th in the gym. Plan on a 
very enjoyable evening and bring 
your friends! For more information 
c o n t a c t  T e r r i  A p u z z o  a t 
Terriapuzzo@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE—POTLUCK DINNER 

Saturday, March 18th following 
the 5pm Mass in the gym. Bring 
your favorite dish to share with the 
parish community. Beverages, 
coffee, tea and dessert will be 
provided.  
More information to follow. For questions  
contact Sr. Elsa at srelsa@stvdp.org.  

FISH AND CHIPS DINNER 
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